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arrangement were all perfectly calculated to gratify
those on whom he relied for support. Time and time
again he would score a great triumph in the House of
Commons and just as regularly the public would grow
more and more apprehensive at the darkening of the
sky. He turned corner after corner, but his path
became stonier after each momentary respite.
Eventually the Conservatives themselves, by their
private representations to the Whips and so to the
Government, showed that, though they might have
cheered themselves hoarse, they were not blind to the
lack of results. They had Simon removed to the
Home Office, But, like some enormous jury, they
had been flattered and entertained for so long that it
is surprising that they retained a glimmer of political
vision. Simon is rebuking Sir Stafford Cripps, who
has rashly committed himself to the remark that in
disarmament Great Britain has "done nothing."
Simon begins a crushing retort by the deliberate
sentence, "The learned gentleman is too young"__
pause, while the Government back benches rock with
applause which Cripps must feel like a whip across his
eyes. Simon goes on to compare our armed forces
with those we had at the Armistice in 1918! He then
observes that Cripps is exhibiting a classic instance of
"fouling one's own nest.53 More tumultuous and
vengeful applause. But to gain this effect Simon has
had recourse to the dialectical device of confounding
the Government with the Nation. Others have
borrowed this expedient.
Once the impression Simon caused was so disastrous
that the House of Commons witnessed from him an
approach to a public apology. It was in the autumn
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